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branch of the Land League, but the Mitchelstown rent
office, that is really suppressed."
He was once more prosecuted for attending a meeting of
an illegal society in a proclaimed district. The usual pre-
cautions were taken, preliminaries gone through, which were
always associated with a trial of Mr. O'Brien. A regiment of
Hussars was in attendance, and all the rest of it. Carson was
for the prosecution and Tim Healy for the defence. The
defence was an amusing refinement of logic and Hibernian
in the extreme. The meeting had not been a meeting of the
National League as such, but it had merely been a peaceful
demonstration of citizens of the County of Galway convened
together to protest against Balfour's false statement that the
National League was dead in that district, when it was really
very much alive : it was a public meeting called together to
give Balfour the lie, to expose the ministerial statement, and
to promote the good relations of the two countries, which
could not exist by falsehood, by the bold declaration of the
truth. This was the defence of Tim Healy, most skilful of
Parliamentary obstructionists, and it was very diverting,
although The Times testily described the subtlety of his argu-
ment as being ec so impenetrable that only the defendant's
counsel can understand it" : again the Thunderer said,
" The defence would be ridiculous, if the proceedings were
not so utterly dull." After proving the speech by reports,
Carson had to put in evidence the " proclamation " of the
district and of the illegality of the National League in order
to establish the competency of the Court under the Crimes
Act. Tim Healy solemnly objected. cc This is not evidence
against Mr. O'Brien," he said. cc The Lord Lieutenant's
opinion of the legality of the meeting cannot affect Mr.
O'Brien. His opinion may be very good about Punchestown
or horseracing."
The Lord Lieutenant was the Marquess of Londonderry, a
notable sportsman with whom Carson was already on inti-
mate terms of friendship. " I think," retorted Carson scorn-
fully, " that that is the most scandalous observation to make
about His Excellency, the representative of Her Majesty in
this country."